RIO VISTA NATURAL RESOURCE PARK  DRAFI
MASTER PLAN REPORT HIGHLIGHTS| 2022

OVERVIEW

In the spring of 2022, the City of Tucson Parks and Recreation Department and its consultant team began updating the Master Plan
for Rio Vista Natural Resource Park. This was in response to the community’s passion for making park improvements in keeping with
the area’s cultural heritage and natural desert characteristics.

A draft Master Plan Report was completed and is available online at:
Website address: bit.ly/riovistanrpark

MASTER PLAN PURPOSE NATURAL RESOURCE PARK DEFINITION
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The main purpose of the master plan is to: e Parkland comprised of native desert open space that supports delicate ecological W _ A ; -
L . o AT : : On-Site Public Open House | April 2022
e Document the park’s history, its natural character, and systems containing wildlife habitat, water resources, and endangered species.
community vision and values
e |dentify the park’s current uses and amenities, as well the e Therole of the Tucson Parks and Recreation Department is to maintain, preserve,
overall condition of the park and restore when needed, the natural integrity of a resource park.

e Establish a public consensus of goals and strategies for
the park’s future as a natural resource park with an existing e As aguideline, no more than 15% of a designated natural resource park should

developed component Include developed amenities such as those found at an urban park setting. Rio
e Establish Improvement Priorities for the park to be Vista Natural Resource Park has approximately 12% developed amenity space and
implemented with available public and private resources 88% natural desert open space.

PUBLIC INPUT

Public input from visitors and nearby residents who utilize Rio Vista Natural Resource Park is crucial to determining and prioritizing improvements for the
park. Input was received from the following sources and fully documented in the Master Plan Report:

City of Tucson Parks Online Survey - April 2022 (Over 300 responses received)
City of Tucson On-Site Public Open House - April 2022

On-site meetings with Rillito Bend Neighborhood Association (RBNA) - May 2022
On-site meeting with Friends of Rio Vista - May 2022

PARK IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

HIGH PRIORITY IMPROVEMENTS MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Consolidate Trail Network e Routine maintenance and repair of site amenities
e Close unwanted trails/ provide temporary barriers e Restroom cleaning
e Upgrade primary trails e Trash collection - e
o Revegetate. disturbed ares e Mowing large |.awn areas Entry Plaza e - . e RN
2. Revegetate Disturbed Open Spaces e Seasonal pruning of landscape shrubs and trees
e Repair & expand irrigation system e Irrigation repair
3. Upgrade Trail Network Signage
4, Enhance Riparian Area Additional maintenance for newly developed/ restored passive trail systems to the east will
5. Stormwater Harvesting require a more frequent maintenance schedule during establishment period of (approximately
6. Enhance Interpretive Garden 12-24 months) then reduce in frequency and become part of routine maintenance program. These
7. Preserve Bird Nesting Area efforts will need volunteer support.
8. Repair and Upgrade Perimeter Fencing
9. Upgrade Main Gate Access at Equestrian Area

. Potential Dog Park (Location A or B)
Install New Benches
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PARK IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

There are many park users, organizations, and neighborhood associations who are passionate about Rio Vista Natural Resource Park. Feedback
from the on-line public survey, on-site meetings, and existing master plan documents influenced the following recommendations and priorities

for the park.

HIGH PRIORITY IMPROVEMENTS

@ Consolidate Trail Network

B Close unwanted trails / provide temporary barriers

B Upgrade primary trails

B Revegetate disturbed areas
Revegetate Disturbed Open Spaces

B Repair & Expand Irrigation System
Upgrade Trail Network Signage
Enhance Riparian Area

Stormwater Harvesting

Enhance Interpretive Garden

Preserve Bird Nesting Area

Repair and Upgrade Perimeter Fencing
Upgrade Main Gate Access at Equestrian Area
Potential Dog Park (Location A or B)

Install New Benches
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CQ Revegetate areas with native plant material

- === New Perimeter Fence

Trail Network

Existing Perimeter Fence
—;:@ Entry to Trail Network with Signage
@ Node with Interpretive Signage
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